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SUBJECT: BURUNDI PROBLEM AND THE OAU 

REF: STATE 1 14225 

1 . IN YOUR FORTHCOMING DISCUSSION WITH OAU SECRETARY 
GENERAL EKANGAKI ON THE BURUNDI PROBLEM AS PER STATE REFTEL, 
YOU SHOULD MAKE THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL POINT: 

2. SINCE BURUNDI PROBLEM IN OAU CONTEXT HAS SO FAR BEEN 
POSED AS ESSENTIALLY ONE OF INCURSIONS OF HUTU REFUGEES 
FROM NEIGHBORING STATES, BURUNDI GOVERNMENT MIGHT BE RECEP- 
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TIVE TO OAU PROPOSAL FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF AN OAU OBSERVER 
PRESENCE IN BURUNDI. IN ADDITION TO SERVING TO CHECK ON 
CHARGES AND COUNTER- CHARGES BETWEEN BURUNDI AND NEIGHBORS, 
PRESENCE OF OAU OBSERVER HOPEFULLY WOULD MAKE BURUNDI GOVT 
WORK HARDER TO STOP MILITARY AND PARAMILITARY FORCES FROM 
CARRYING OUT REPRISALS AGAINST HUTUS. ROGERS 
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